Periodic Lateralized Epileptiform Discharges (PLEDs) in Patients With Neurosyphilis and HIV Infection.
Periodic lateralized epileptiform discharges (PLEDs) are an electroencephalographic pattern recorded in the setting of a variety of brain abnormalities. It is best recognized for its association with acute viral encephalitis, stroke, tumor, or latestatus epilepticus. However, there are other conditions that have been recognized as the underlying pathology for PLEDs such as alcohol withdrawal, Creutzfeldt-Jacob disease, anoxic brain injury, and hemiplegic migraine. However, there are only rare case reports of PLEDs in patients with neurosyphilis. Here, we report 2 patients presenting with encephalopathy and seizures with PLEDs, ipsilateral or contralateral to their main brain magnetic resonance imaging abnormalities. Further workup revealed neurosyphilis in both patients, one in association with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection. Given the increasing incidence of neurosyphilis with or without HIV infection, these cases suggest neurosyphilis as a consideration in the differential for patients presenting with PLEDs.